Time is Running Out for the Universe 


Before “Time” existed God was, and after “Time” has been extinguished, 
God still shall be. 
i, 
a 


God Almighty created time, in the same way as He created the 
universe, by speaking them into existence. God Almighty is the regulator of 
time and events. He can allow things to happen over millions of years, or “in 
a twinkling of an eye”. God Almighty can stop time, and He can even make it 


go backwards, “for one quarter of a day”. 


As humans, mankind takes time and our universe for granted, but time 
and our universe are not infinite, and both are coming to an end, faster than 
anyone seems to realise. 

We use time as a unit of measure, to determine our history, the years 
of our lifespan, and even measure the speed of light in units of time [3*10° 
metres/second]. 

But eventually, the earth and the universe, as we know it today will 
come to an end. Even mankind as we know it today, will come to an end, as 
God Almighty prepares for the re-creation of the universe. 
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It says in the scriptures that old things shall pass away and a new 
creation shall be born. Yes, we who are selected to be part of Christ’s Bride, 
shall be transformed and have a new body, which shall never die. 


After Jesus reigns on this earth for 1,000 years, it is recorded in 
scripture that this earth as we know it, and the universe as we know it, shall 
be destroyed and recreated ~~ but it will be different to what we know 
today. 


The “new earth” will have no seas, and the “new universe” will have no 
sun, because Jesus will be the light of the new universe, where this is no sin, 
no death, no sickness, and no wars. 


On this new earth there will be a “New Jerusalem”, where God Almighty 
Himself will abide. It will descend down out of the heavens and God will 
dwell amongst us, just as He did with Adam in the Garden of Eden. 


In this new universe there will be no need for time, because this new 
heaven and new earth will be infinite ~~ they will exist with God, after time 
has been extinguished. 


So, that is what we look forward to, as told to us in the scriptures, in 
the Book of Daniel, the Book of Ezekiel, by Jesus while He was walking on 
this earth, and by Jesus as He talked to Apostle John, on the Isle of Patmos, 
to write down the details which are recorded in the Book of Revelation. 


In these writings as recorded by Apostle John, Jesus identifies His 
authority, as the author of this book, in Revelation chapter one. In 
Revelation chapters 2 & 3, Jesus outlines the “good points” and the “bad 
points” applicable to 7 geographical churches, which are also 7 different 
church types throughout history. 


In each of these assessments of these 7 churches, Jesus finishes each 
assessment with these words; “He that has an ear (spiritual ear) let him 
hear what the Spirit (the Holy Spirit) is saying to the churches”. 


As we move into 2020, a new decade, maybe now is an_ appropriate 
time to look at the 8" church in the Book of Revelation ~~ which is YOUR 
CHURCH. How does YOUR CHURCH stack up against the 7 churches that 
Jesus identified to Apostle John? 

Can you easily identify the “good points” that Jesus said were 
acceptable in His ideal church? That is great, because you don’t have to 
change any of them. But what about the “bad points” that Jesus identified in 
these churches? Can you honestly ignore them ~ or pretend that they are 
not there? 
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The ways of Jesus are higher than our ways, and He does not want us 
to try and figure out what we have to do to correct these “bad points”. In His 
wisdom and mercy, He has already told you what you have to do to correct 
these “bad points”. He even gives you encouragement, by telling you what 
blessings you will receive if you do correct these “bad points”. 


However, we also know that Jesus tells us that there will be punishment 
for those churches that refuse to correct their “bad points”. I am sure that 
most Christians do not want to be in this type of church. 


Below is an extract from the Bible College Course on the Writings of 
Apostle John and in particular about these 7 churches. It outlines, in table 
format, the “good points”, the “bad points”, the promises, if you correct 
them, and the curses & punishments if you refuse. 


This is then followed by a checklist, so that people can do an audit of 
their own churches, to make sure that they will be part of the Bride of 
Christ, on this New Earth forever. 


THE SEVEN CHURCHES IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION 


Introduction: 


With all that is going on in the world today, maybe it is time for the Christian 
Churches to take a serious look at the seven churches in the Book of Revelation, 
and make sure that YOUR CHURCH is there, and it is alive and well, according to 
the view of Jesus, not what we think about OUR church. 


Before we look at the seven churches themselves, let us try to find out 
on whose authority the book was written, and for what purpose, and to 
whom. 


The author of the book of Revelation is revealed in Rev. 1:1. It is the 
divine Word of Jesus Christ Himself, sent down to Apostle John, by an 
angel, to record it for all time, for us, the churches in Asia and for _ all 
churches, of all denominations, in all the countries of the world (for all 
generations). 

The writer was Apostle John and the book is thought to have been 
written in AD 90-100, some 60 years after the ascension of Jesus Christ our 
Lord into Heaven. It was written whilst John was in exile on the Isle of 
Patmos, for continuing to preach the gospel, after he was forbidden, by the 
laws of that land, at that time to do so. 


The Book of Revelation has some very special points, which the serious 
Bible student must be aware of; 
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a)The book of Revelation is the only book in the Bible, which contains 
promises for pastors who read the text of this book aloud in the 
congregations of the saints. 


b)The book of Revelation promises blessings to all people who hear the 
Word and PUT IT INTO PRACTISE in their individual lives. 


c) The number 7 (God’s perfect number) is the ruling number in this 
book. e.g. ;7 candlesticks, 7 churches, 7 seals, 7 trumpets, 7 
thunders, 7 vials, 7 spirits, 7 stars, 7 “no mores”. 


d)The closing chapters of Revelation, contains a striking contrast to the 
opening chapters of Genesis. Genesis speaks of the creation of the 
sun, the entrance of sin into the life of man, and into the world, the 
curse pronounced upon the ground, Satan’s triumph in being given 
authority over all things, on the earth, by man (not by God), and the 
exclusion of man from the “tree of life”. 


e) On the other hand, the book of Revelation tells of a place where there 
will be no need of the sun, (the sun will not shine), all sin will be 
banished, no more curses upon the earth, because there will be a new 
earth. Satan shall be overthrown, and admission of men once again to 
the “tree of life”. 

We see in Rev. 1:9, the testimony of John, as to why he was in exile, 
on the Isle of Patmos, banished for preaching the Word of God, the proof of 
which is Jesus Christ. 


I challenge each of the people reading this teaching series and studying 
the seven churches, to ask yourself the following question: 


What if the penalty was banishment from your home to an island 
somewhere out in the Andaman Sea, or the Pacific or Antarctic Oceans? 


Would you, as an individual, be prepared to continue to preach the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, no matter what the consequences to you might be, 
or what the punishment might entail? 


What about all of the “TV Evangelists”? Would you arrange to have 
“pirate TV stations” set up and still proclaim the Gospel, without fear of 
persecution and destruction of all your assets? How would you re-act to 
such a proclamation, if it was issued? 


A lot of you have just thought, it will never happen, what a crazy 
question, it does not concern me, but in each case you will be WRONG, 
because these questions will define your attitude to Christ and His Word. 
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We see even though Apostle John was placed into this situation, 
described above, it does not change his attitude to the Lord, or His 
teachings, as we see John, under the anointing of the Holy Spirit, being 
borne up into the spiritual realm, to be given divine revelation from the Lord 
Himself, to record for our later spiritual growth and well-being. 


The glorious thing about the book of Revelation is that despite the 
isolation of John, from the world, by a worldly law, John is not isolated 
from God. 


This clearly proves that the Lord cares for and guides His obedient 
children, wherever they are on this earth, (or even up in the spaceships 
circling around it) for this is not too difficult for Him. 


John hears divine instructions to write down all he sees and hears ina 
book, just like the instructions given by God to the Old Testament Prophets. 
John is told to send it to the seven churches, named by the Lord in Asia at 
that time. 


Upon hearing the voice, John turns around to see a being, in the image 
of the description recorded by Daniel the prophet, in Dan. 7:13-15, and 
recognizes the Lord Himself. 

To make sure that John is not mistaken, in identifying who is talking to 
Him, we have the verbal confirmation of the vision in Rev. 1:18. 

“I AM, living in the eternity of the eternities. I died, but see, I 
am alive for evermore, and I possess the keys of death and hades 
(hell)”. 

Jesus clearly confirms who He is (I AM) and then He makes a 
statement which must be fully understood. Jesus says; “I possess the 
keys of hell”. 

Many Christians, who have not studied their Scriptures thoroughly, 
believe that the keys were given to Peter, but the Lord Himself says in the 
Book of Revelation, some 60 years after His resurrection, "I POSSESS THE 
KEYS OF HELL AND OF DEATH.” 


Does this mean that Jesus gave the keys to Peter and then took them 
back again? No! He never gave them to Peter in the first place. 

The misunderstanding has been because of the translation of the two 
Greek words ‘Petra’ and ‘Petros’; one Greek word meaning a pebble, (a 
small stone) and the other meaning giant rock (like the rock of Gibraltar). 

Jesus Christ is the Giant rock, whilst Peter is the very small 
insignificant pebble. I prefer to have my faith for the church built on the 
giant rock (Christ), not the small insignificant pebble (Peter). 

In Rev. 1:20, Jesus explains to John, the various meanings of the 
symbols he is seeing now that he has been transported into the spiritual 
realm. 
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As we commence to study the messages sent to the seven churches, 
we should also understand the meaning of each of these symbols. 


Seven Stars 


The seven stars are the seven angels, one assigned to each church 
identified in the vision. Do you realize that God has appointed a special 
messenger angel to speak to YOUR church? Do you realize that each 
church has an individual angel to report to God, the activities of its 
congregation and to give messages to the church, (via an acceptable 
receptive vessel, if anyone is attuned by the Holy Spirit) and the church is 
prepared to listen. 


Seven Lampstands 


The seven Lampstands are identified as the seven churches, to whom 
the messages from the Lord were to be sent. This means that your 
individual church is a lampstand before the Lord. How bright this lampstand 
shines, depends on the individual candles (the individual Christian brothers 
and sisters who belong to that church body) whether they are alight, 
smouldering only, or completely gone out. 


It is interesting to notice in the Scripture of Rev. 1:13 that the image of 
Jesus is IN THE CENTRE OF THE SEVEN LAMPSTANDS. This means that 
JESUS IS THE CENTRE OF THEIR ATTENTION. 

It is important for us to recognize that JESUS CHRIST SHOULD BE THE 
CENTRE OF ATTENTION IN OUR CHURCHES ALSO. 

The other point to recognize in the placement of the churches around 
Jesus Christ, as the central figure, is to understand that all their attention is 
directed towards Him and is not distracted by things of the world, (or things 
going on in other churches), but that they concentrate and look directly 
upon His face. 

With Jesus Christ as the central figure, it is more difficult for Satan to 
get the attention of the believers, because he is BEHIND THEM and that is 
where Jesus said Satan should always be. 


CHURCHES IN REVELATIONS 


*~ ~ ~ 
EPHESUS SMYRNA PERGAMUM 


YOUR JESUS =I RA 
| bast ea | area | 


~ *~ 


| LAODICEA | | PHILADELPHIA | 


Is your church pointed in the right 
direction 777 
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It is recognized by theological scholars today, that the seven churches 
referred to by Jesus, were not only the seven physical churches referred to 
by name in the Scriptures, but are also the seven CHURCH TYPES, which 
would appear and exist throughout the “Age of the Gentiles”, prior to 
Christ’s return for His chosen people. We MUST be AWARE that these 
church types COULD and DO EXIST TODAY. 

You will see in the previous diagram that I have added an extra angel 
and an extra church and called it 

During this chapter, we will examine each of the church messages and 
then I will leave it up to yourself (and God) to allocate the score for your 
church, wherever you are. 

Remember you may be able to fool me, or somebody else with your 
score, but you can’t fool God with it, so I urge you to take this matter very 
seriously, as we now look at the ffirst church, the Church of 
Ephesus.(reference Rev. 2:1-7) 


CHURCH AT EPHESUS 
GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


noisy SSCS 
acne 
3 ABORIOUS TOR OSOSCSCSCSCSC“S*C*‘~*Y 
[4 PATIENT ENDURANCE SSCS 
[Sno coRRUPT WEN SSCS 
(6 C*TESTALL TEACHINGS SSCS 
[8 [WATE THENICOLATTANS SSCS 


CHURCH AT EPHESUS 
BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM BAD POINT FOUND BY JESUS 
Ri ABANDONED FIRST LOVE WHICH IS JESUS CHRIST - CHURCH IS GETTING COLD 
2. FALLEN FROM ORIGINAL HEIGHTS AND LOVE OF JESUS CHRIST 
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CHURCH AT EPHESUS 
CORRECTIVE ACTIONS STATED BY JESUS CHRIST TO GET BACK 
INTO THE PRESENCE OF GOD 


TURN BACK TO GOD 


[5S FOLLOW HIS CHOSEN PATH 


CHURCH AT EPHESUS 
PROMISES TO ALL REPENTANT BELIEVERS IN THIS CHURCH 


ITEM PROMISES IF YOU REPENT 
1 GOD PROMISES THAT ALL REPENTANT BELIEVERS SHALL EAT OF THE TREE OF 
LIFE, WHICH IS IN HEAVEN. THESE PEOPLE ARE PROMISED ETERNAL LIFE 


FOREVER WITH JESUS CHRIST - IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD THE FATHER. 


CHURCH AT EPHESUS 
CONSEQUENCES TO THOSE WHO DO NOT REPENT OF THEIR SINS 
IN THIS CHURCH 


ITEM CONSEQUENCES IF YOU DON’T REPENT OF YOUR SINS 
1 


JESUS WILL VISIT YOU PERSONALLY AND REMOVE THE LAMPSTAND FROM YOUR 
CHURCH. THE LIGHT WILL BE EXTINGUISHED. THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL DEPART 
FROM THE CHURCH, AND ALL BELIEVERS WHO DO NOT REPENT SHALL NOT ENTER 
THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN AT THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST. 


In today’s world, one would think that a church doing all these GOOD 
DEEDS would be acceptable to God, as it: Preaches and Teaches, Tests the 
Word of God, etc. 

However, in the EYES OF JESUS CHRIST, who is given ALL 
AUTHORITY IN HEAVEN AND IN EARTH, that is not enough! 

The fact that this is a church, which has started to grow cold in its 
spiritual walk with the Lord, is enough to exclude it from Heaven. 
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However, we see that God is MERCIFUL. He does not leave the 
finding of the corrective actions or solutions to us. He gives us the 
ingredients to correct each individual believer in the Ephesian, or spiritually 
dying church. Jesus leaves the decision on whether to change or not up to 
each individual believer. 

It is not the responsibility of the pastor, or the elders anymore, IT IS 
THE RESPONSIBILITY OF EACH INDIVIDUAL BELIEVER IN THE 
CHURCH, TO REPENT AND TURN BACK TO GOD AND GOD’S CHOSEN 
PATHWAY, FOR THE INDIVIDUAL CHRISTIAN. 


Let us now move on to look at the Scriptures and the special message 
sent to the next church, the church of Smyrna. (Reference Rev. 2:8-11) 


CHURCH AT SMYRNA 
GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS 


GOOD POINTS TO NOTE AND TO PUT INTO PRACTISE EVERY DAY 
SUFFERED AFFLICTIONS, DISTRESS, TROUBLES, POVERTY. 
WERE SLANDERED AND REVILED BY FALSE CHRISTIANS 


4 PROCLAIMED GOD’S WORD UNDER ALL CONDITIONS - EVEN UNDER THE THREAT 
OF TORTURE AND DEATH BY THE LEGAL AUTHORITIES OF THAT DAY AND AGE. 


CHURCH AT SMYRNA 


PROMISES TO STEADFAST BELIEVERS WHO BELONG TO THIS 
CHURCH 


ITEM PROMISES TO STEADFAST BELIEVERS BY JESUS CHRIST 


The church of Smyrna is a very special church. It has afflictions, 
distress, pressing troubles and poverty. It has been reviled and slandered 
against, by “so called Christians”, who were really backsliders, again under 
the domination and power of Satan. The people had been tortured, thrown 
into prison and even killed, because they continued to proclaim the Gospel 
of Christ. All of these things did not cause their faith to begin to crumble, 
because it was securely anchored to the giant rock of salvation, Jesus Christ 
Himself. 


As we study this church, we see that when we commit our lives to 
Jesus Christ, our PHYSICAL LIVES are no longer of any value, if we try to 
keep them. It only becomes of value to us if we are prepared to offer it up 


© Copyright 2019 Rev. Dr Jeffry David Camm 9 


as a sacrifice to Him, not worrying about the physical pain or troubles, but 
being determined to preach God’s Word wherever we go, despite the 
consequences. 

The other important thing to notice about this church type is that, in 
the eyes of Jesus Christ, this church, and all the believers who are in it, 
they are acceptable to Him. 

It has no faults, VI! 

Conclusion: The church of Smyrna is an acceptable church type, in 
the eyes of God, but not all Christians have the faith, or the spiritual 
maturity, to be able to trust the Lord completely, in the times described 
above, that this church had to face. 

But all of us - SHOULD BE ABLE TO PASS THE TEST OF THIS 
CHURCH TYPE, IF WE REALLY WANT TO GLORIFY GOD IN OUR 
DAILY LIVES. 

So far, we have examined two church types and the score is: 

e One church for Satan 
e One church for God 
Quite surprising so far, but let us continue the study and see if we can get a 
better score by the time we have studied all seven churches. 


The next church is the church at Pergamum, (Reference Rev. 2:12- 17) 


CHURCH AT PERGAMUM 
GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


Living in Satan’s city - but not part of Satan’s activities. 


Holding fast to Christ in all situations and under all conditions. 


Not denying the faith - even to prevent torture and death. 


CHURCH AT PERGAMUM 
BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


nes). 
Some practising sexual acts, which are contrary to God’s Word. 


Others are teaching wrong doctrines from the Courts of the NICOLAITANS 
- the ones who corrupt the people. 
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CHURCH AT PERGAMUM 
CORRECTIVE ACTIONS SPECIFIED BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM CORRECTIVE ACTIONS DEMANDED BY JESUS CHRIST 


REPENT - Change your will and attitude to God - or Jesus Christ will 
come and fight against you with the sword of truth; and you will not be 
able to stand against these attacks from God. 


CHURCH AT PERGAMUM 
CONSEQUENCES FOR THOSE WHO DON’T REPENT 


ITEM CONSEQUENCES FOR ALL WHO DON’T ACT ON GOD'S 
WORD 
Jesus shall destroy the church with the sword. 


3 All who are destroyed shall no enter the Kingdom at the time of the 
eternal judgement of all mankind 


The church type of Pergamum is unfortunately like many churches in 
the world today; they do not bring glory to the Lord Jesus Christ, in their 
present formats. 


You may consider this a strong critical statement, but let us look at the 
facts. I will leave the Holy Spirit to prompt you in your decision, as to the 
correctness of my comments. 

First of all within this church there were divisions, with some spiritually 
mature Christians trying to follow the Word of God; in addition to this, we 
had some of the newer believers (and some of the older ones) still clinging 
to traditions from the worldly situations, which is contrary to God’s Word. 

When we become “born again” believers, the Word says we become 
new creatures - old things (all of them) pass away.[or they are 
“supposed” to. | 
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The church also had some people teaching doctrine, which was 
contrary to the Word of God, and trying to encourage the believers to eat 
food which had been offered to idols and/or other gods. 


There were also in the midst of the congregation, people who were 
practising corruption. All of these things were wrong in the eyes of the Lord. 
(And it still is today) 


The following things are important to note about this church type and 
the warning given by Jesus to the believers who belong to this church. 


This warning should prompt some action from all of us. 


Firstly, Jesus identifies that there are “good Christians” and “bad 
Christians” attending the same church. 


We know that light and darkness cannot mix, nor can sweet water and 
salt water come out of the same well, at the same time. 


Therefore, we would expect that the Lord would recommend some sort 
of separation process, (if we use worldly logic) to protect the “good 
Christians” whilst the Lord dealt with the “bad Christians” in the 
congregation. 


However, that is not the case - that is not the way that Jesus deals 
with His followers. 


Jesus said if the WHOLE CHURCH DID NOT REPENT ~ (the good and 
bad Christians alike) then Jesus would come and fight against them with the 
sword of His mouth, which we know is the Word of Truth. 


Jesus considers that the ‘good Christians’ are just as guilty as the ‘bad 
Christians’, because the ‘good Christians’ failed to test the Word being 
preached, and when it was determined that it was incorrect teaching, they 
FAILED TO ACT AND HAVE THE TEACHING STOPPED! 


Also the ‘good Christians’ FAILED TO STOP THE CORRUPTION, which 
was obviously apparent in the church congregation, or in the worldly 
situations around them. 


This is a very important lesson for the Church body at large to realize 
today. In the eyes of Jesus Christ, you cannot be judged blameless if you 
become one of the ‘silent majorities’, who are not involved themselves, in 
the wrongdoing, but DO NOTHING ABOUT HAVING IT STOPPED! 


Jesus considers inactivity, to not correct (take action against) 
something that is wrong, as a sin and all are collectively guilty (both the 
“good Christians” and the “bad Christians” alike) for allowing the sin to 
remain in existence. 

To the churches in Thailand, this comment is very relevant. For over 
175 years the churches have been building up barriers among the 
congregation, not removing false teaching and some traditional practises 
(from the worldly point of view) from within their congregations. 
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These stumbling blocks have prevented the Holy Spirit from being able 
to move in the midst of the COLLECTIVE CHURCH OF THAILAND, because of 
jealousy, pride, envy, competition, accusation of ‘sheep stealing’, corruption 
in the land, etc., which has been allowed to remain by the Church at large, 
the Body of Christ. 


I challenge the COLLECTIVE CHURCH OF THAILAND, to consider the 
judgement of Jesus Christ upon the church of Pergamum. He has stated 
that He shall come and fight against you (Jesus shall fight against you 
personally) with the sword of truth. 


We all know that nobody has ever been able to defeat Jesus Christ in a 
spiritual battle. Even Satan, who is far greater than us, (in spiritual terms) 
was unable to win in his several and continual battles against Jesus. 


We are told to quote the Word against Satan and he shall flee from us. 
This indicates how powerful the Word really is. If Jesus Christ uses that 
same Word against us, then we will surely be destroyed, not just the ‘bad 
Christians’ but also the ‘good Christians’ who were part of the silent 
majority who did not do anything to correct the situation and bring the 
churches into unity under the sovereign reign of Jesus Christ. 


I will leave you to pray to Jesus Christ for forgiveness, and to ask the 
Holy Spirit to identify the things which needs to be corrected in the 
churches, so that the ‘good Christians’ are not destroyed along with the 
‘pad Christians’. 

But now we have looked at three churches and the score is: 

e 2 churches for Satan 
e 1 church for God 

Let us continue the study and see if the score can get any worse. All 
along you have thought that everything was going to be OK once you 
became a Christian. Well maybe now you will start to think being a Christian 


is not as easy as you first thought, if you start to use the eyes of Jesus 
Christ, as the judge of what is right and what is wrong. 


Let us now look carefully at the fourth church, the Church of Thyatira. 
(Reference Rev.2:18-29) 


THE CHURCH AT THYATIRA 
GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


Works increasing day by day. 
Testing the teachings of the Saints 
Rejecting the false teachings and the false teachers who give it. 
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CHURCH AT THYATIRA 
BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


i 


CHURCH AT THYATIRA 
CORRECTIVE ACTIONS TOLD BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM CORRECTIVE ACTIONS FOR THE SAINTS IN THIS 
CHURCH 


REPENT OF PAST SINS - Turn back to God for forgiveness. 
Check all Doctrines taught in the Assembly 
Remove all false prophets from the assembly. 


Teach Correct Doctrine. If it can’t be found in the Word - don’t teach it at 
all! 


Protect and Recover the “Babes in Christ”. 
Test all future Words given in the Assembly. 


If it does not line up with the Word of God - then reject it all. 


CHURCH AT THYATIRA 
PROMISES GIVEN BY JESUS CHRIST 
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CHURCH AT THYATIRA 
CONSEQUENCES FOR THOSE WHO DON’T REPENT 
ITEM CONSEQUENCES FOR THOSE WHO DON’T REPENT 


Wrongdoers given no second chance - all are destroyed. 


3 Jesus removes the unholy by elimination to protect the holy from 
contamination. 


From the tables it is very easy to see that this church type has a 
problem, in that the church has allowed wrong teaching to continue in the 
church, for some time, without taking steps to remove it, and teach 
the correct Word from the Scriptures. 

Some of the believers have remembered Apostle Paul’s warning to the 
Church at Ephesus and have carefully tested the teachings from the 
‘so~called’ apostles and have found that the teachings did not line up with 
the Word of God and as a result, they have rejected the teachings and the 
men who teach them. 

Unfortunately, the mature Christians, upon identifying the false 
teachers and the false prophetess, did not take the necessary steps to 
REMOVE THEM FROM THE CHURCH BODY, which is the correct action, as is 
stated in the Word. 


The result was that some of the “babies in Christ” were led astray by 
the false teachers, and the Words of the false prophetess - lead towards 
destruction. 


It appears from the account in the Book of Revelation, that the 
Lord must have sent many messages in prophecy to the church, 
identifying that there was false teaching taking place, to warn the 
church to take some positive action, to remove the people 
concerned, but alas the church elders, the church pastors and the 
mature Christians in the congregation did nothing. 


The promises and consequences for this church are things we should 
be happy about (on the one hand) and sad about (on the other). 


For the people who recognized the wrong doctrine in the church, and 
refused to follow it, Jesus promised that they would not receive additional 
trials in their earthly lives, but that they must hold fast to what they already 
have (their salvation and their faith) until the Lord comes back for His bride. 


Jesus goes on to tell John that He has given the false prophetess plenty 
of time to change her ways, but that she has hardened her heart and 
refused to repent of her sins, so it is logical that she should be destroyed, 
given over to the desires of her heart, given over to Satan and eternal 
damnation. But what about the poor young babies that were led astray? 
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You would think that they should be now awakened to the truth of the 
wrong teachings and be given a chance to repent and turn back to Jesus 
Christ. 

We see in this example, both the justice and the mercy of God at work. 
The young babies in Christ are given one last chance to repent and turn 
back to God. 

All who fail to listen to this warning are then to be destroyed along with 
the false prophetess and her teachers. 

All throughout the Bible, the Word clearly commands us to be the 
“HOLIEST PEOPLE ON EARTH”. The judgement upon this church is that, like 
the bad hand, or bad eye, which was to be cut off, to save the remainder. 
(ref. Matt.18:8-9) 

Jesus will “cut off the bad part of the church”, to stop the pollution of 
the Word from spreading. 

JESUS IS PREPARED TO ALLOW SOME SOULS TO BE LOST, TO 
KEEP THE BODY OF CHRIST PURE & HOLY & ACCEPTABLE TO HIM. 

If we, as Christians, do not guard against the “watering down” or 
“polluting of the Word” in our assemblies, then the Lord will act to remove 
these offenders, by ELIMINATION. 

So after studying four churches, the score is: 

e 3 churches for Satan 
e 1 church for God. 


Let us move on to study the fifth church in the series and see what God 
has, as instructions for correction, in this specific church type. 


CHURCH AT SARDIS 
GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS 


Still a few souls who have not soiled their clothes with sin - who are still 
worthy of keeping their names in the Lamb’s Book of Life. 


These people are the only people who are acceptable to Christ in this church, 
to keep their salvation until eternity. 
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CHURCH AT SARDIS 
BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS 


2 He will come upon them like a thief in the night and steal away their 
salvation - their promised eternal life. 


Jesus no longer thinks of this as a Christian Church anymore! 


CHURCH AT SARDIS 
CORRECTIVE ADVICE GIVEN BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM CORRECTION TO BECOME RESTORED TO CHRIST 


2 [Keep SpiritualyAwake. SSCS 
'3_____| Strengthen andliven up yourfaith. SSCS 
[4 [Revise the lessons youhaveheard. SSCS 
(S| Keep them in yourmind @inyourhear SSCS 
(6 —*([Obeythematalltimes.—SSCSCS~C~—SCS 
s_____| Stara record of works worthy of mention in Heaven. 


CHURCH AT SARDIS 
PROMISES TO THE RIGHTEOUS ONES 


ITEM PROMISES BY JESUS CHRIST 


People who are judged worthy by Jesus Christ shall wear white robes and 
their names shall remain in the Lamb’s Book of Life. 


Their names shall be proclaimed openly in Heaven. 
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CHURCH AT SARDIS 
CONSEQUENCES FOR THOSE WHO DON’T REPENT OF THEIR SINS 


CONSEQUENCES PROMISED BY JESUS CHRIST 


He shall remove their names from the Lamb’s Book of Life. 
They shall loose their salvation and go into eternal damnation. 


Many Christians believe that “ONCE SAVED IS ALWAYS SAVED”. 
Well unfortunately that is NOT what the Scriptures says! 


In Rev. 3:4-5 Jesus makes the statement that there are still a few who 
have not soiled their clothes.... and I will NOT erase their names from 
the Book of Life. 


This means that to qualify in keeping your name in the Book of Life, 
you must not soil your clothes, you must remain in accordance with the 
Word of God at all times, regularly examining your position before God and 
repent of any disobedience or misdoing’s, so as to remain righteous before 
the Lord (at all times). 


Another way of looking at this statement is as recorded in John 15:16. 
In this Scripture, Jesus says that you did not choose Him, He in fact chose 
you and ordained you, that you should go out and bear fruit, and that your 
fruit should remain (PERFECT). 


If your fruit does not remain, or goes bad, then you are no longer 
worthy to keep your name in the lamb’s book of life. 


In using this definition of worthiness, it is necessary to challenge every 
pastor, in every church, across every land. 


In Matt.18:12, Jesus makes mention of the shepherd with 100 sheep in 
the flock, under his love, guidance and responsibility. These are the “fruit” 
that he is to “take care of”, until Jesus returns for His bride. 

We know today that from time to time, some of the “sheep” wander 
back into the world, following after their “previous shepherd”, which is 
Satan. 

In discussing this problem with pastors in many different countries, I 
have been given all sorts of EXCUSES, (but called statistics), that it is 
normal for approximately 10-20% of all believers to fall away, during the 
first year of their salvation. 
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They have said in affect that they are prepared to allow 20% of their 
fruit to drop to the ground, to rot and die. I would suggest that they ask 
themselves why Jesus Christ said that they are to leave the 99 sheep and 
go out and find AND BRING BACK THE SHEEP THAT WAS LOST. Why did 
Jesus Christ say that?? 

If Jesus Christ said that they should do it, then I would humbly suggest 
that some pastors better change their attitudes to their “retention factors”, 
and instead of accepting an 80% retention factor, they better get back into 
the Word and go for the 100% that is required of them, so that their 
garments shall not be considered soiled and their names shall not be 
removed from the Lamb’s Book of Life, like is written for the Church of 
SARDIS. 

So after 5 churches, the score is: 

e 4churches for Satan 


e 1 church for God 


Many pastors, upon reading what I have just written, may try to brush 
this off as a wives tale, or just another mad author, trying to make a fast 
dollar. 

This is not true, because all publications from CammbBooks are free. I 
make no financial gain from writing this book at all. I write it to turn people 
back to the Scriptures and back to the Lord. 

You may think whatever you like of me, but I challenge you to check 
the score. We have examined five churches so far, only one of them has 
been acceptable to the Lord, without any correction. 

Remember, He (the Lamb of God) is the ultimate judge. You have to 
convince Him of your worthiness, not me. 

Now let us move on to church number six, the church of Philadelphia 
and see what the Lord considers is good or bad in this church. 


CHURCH AT PHILADELPHIA 
GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


2 [Powerusedwisely. SSCS 


Shown “Agape Love” in all situations, even during trial and tribulations. 


The church is acceptable to God. 
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CHURCH AT PHILADELPHIA 
PROMISES GIVEN BY JESUS CHRIST FOR THIS CHURCH 


ITEM PROMISES GIVEN FOR THIS CHURCH BY JESUS CHRIST 


Jesus places an open door in front of this church, which cannot 
be closed by Satan or any of his agents. 
Saints kept from the trials which will come at the” end-time”. 


1 
Hold fast to their treasures, the crown of eternal life. 
Made to be a pillar in the Heavenly City with a new name. 


We have some good news, when studying the Church of Philadelphia, 
for it is clear that in the eyes of God, this church type is acceptable to Him: 
shout HALLELUJAH! 


In the eyes of God - not man, the work of this church is deemed to be 
acceptable. Even though the church had little power, it has used it wisely to 
glorify the Lord. 

The church was very conscious that false teachings could creep into 
The Body of Christ and so they tested EVERY TEACHING AND EVERY 
DOCTRINE, to ensure that it was in accordance with the Scriptures. 

Neither the church as a whole, nor the individual believers, renounced 
or denied the Lord’s name at any time. The Lord emphasizes that this 
church ENDURED PATIENTLY their trials and hardships, according to the 
lessons taught them by Jesus and the Apostles. 

This means they endured their trials and tribulations with love for one 
another, both for the believers and for the unbelievers alike. They were not 
complainers, gossipers, liars, or people who caused division in the churches, 
etc., but at all times, by their words and their actions, they showed and 
manifested the agape love, which is the true sign of a mature Christian. 

The promise given by the Lord for this church is worthy of note. They 
must make us examine our own thinking and attitudes. 

e First of all Jesus promises that in front of this church God has 
placed a door and this door is open forever. 


e No-one on earth can shut the door before this church. 


e Secondly, all of the false teachers, which have been identified in 
the other churches so far, will be required to bow down at the feet of 
the saints of the church of Philadelphia and acknowledge that Jesus 
has loved these saints. 
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e Thirdly, the saints of this church are told they will not suffer the 
hour of testing, which is to come upon the world, indicating that the 
saints of the church of Philadelphia shall be guaranteed a place in the 
rapture when Jesus comes back for His children. 


As encouragement, Jesus tells the saints of this church to HOLD FAST 
TO THE TREASURE THAT THEY HAVE, so no-one can rob them of their 
crown (which by right, already belongs to them). 


For those people who do hold fast, they shall have written on them, the 
name of God, (for their protection), become the pillars in the new city and 
receive the new name of Jesus Christ. 


Many Christians do not realize that after Jesus Christ comes back at the 
rapture, He will rule for 1,000 years and will be given a new name, as will 
all His worthy subjects. Even though this church did not have any faults, at 
the time the Scriptures were written, there is still a warning given to all the 
believers in this congregation. 


The individual believers in this church could lose their crowns in 
Heaven, if they become complacent and ceased to hold fast to the treasures 
they have acquired already in Heaven. 


This is a warning that ALL BELIEVERS SHOULD NOT TAKE LIGHTLY. If 
you do not keep your fruit remaining, that is, the fruit of your repentance, 
your fruit of salvation, your fruits of the gifts of the Holy Spirit, which is 
given severally, as the Lord wills, (not man) then you will not be deemed 
acceptable, in the eyes of God, on the day of judgement and shall have to 
go through the Baptism of Fire, fire of purification, to have all the chaff 
burned off your spiritual body, so the remainder can be turned into the 
jewels by purging through the fire. 


Christians therefore have to review their spiritual positions on a regular 
basis, to ensure that in accordance with Hebrews 6:1-3, we are continually 


maturing as Christians, not staying at the same level of spiritual growth, or 
understanding. 


In reviewing the score, we now have: 
e 2 churches for God 
e 4churches for Satan 


This means that in the six churches we have examined so far, 60% of 
the church types are deemed not to be acceptable to God in the form He 
observed them. 

To become acceptable, they all had to repent of their sins and accept 
the corrective actions identified in the Scriptures for each of them. 

Let us examine the final church, the church of Laodicea and see how 
this church was rated by the Lord. 
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CHURCH AT LAODICEA 
GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST IN THIS 
CHURCH 
| NO GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRISTIN THISCHURCH! 


CHURCH AT LAODICEA 
BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST IN THIS CHURCH 


Not acceptable to the Lord, because it is a spiritual church which is not “on- 
fire” for the Lord. 


2 They are not hot or cold - just lukewarm. This is a spiritual state that the 
Lord will not accept. 


The church covets the wealth of the world, instead of the wealth of spiritual 
things. 


This church is under the false illusion that it is acceptable - but 
unfortunately it is not. 


CHURCH AT LAODICEA 
CORRECTIVE ACTIONS FROM JESUS CHRIST FORTHE LAODICEANS 


It is a “take it or leave it” option. Jesus has judged them already - they just 
have to decide on which place they wish to be after judgement time take 


place in Heaven. 
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CHURCH AT LAODICEA 
PROMISES FROM JESUS CHRIST FOR THE LAODICEANS 


ITEM PROMISES FOR THE LAODICEAN CHURCH 


1 Dramatically change your spiritual ways & wake up for Christ. 
Provide treasures tried by temptations - treasures worthy in Heaven. 
Walk in the way of righteousness to receive white robes. 


Jesus chastens you and corrects you because He loves you and does not 
want any to perish - so repent before it is too late 


The church of Laodicea is like many churches, which exist today in the 
developed world. 


It is a church, which has a flashy impressive modern building, with air 
conditioning, modern sophisticated electronic sound and music systems, 
comfortable upholstered seats, lush carpets on the floor, overhead 
projectors, video screens and all the other things which go with a very 
affluent society. 


The church pastor is provided with a large house, compliments of the 
church, plus an expensive car and a high salary. He is a member of some of 
the best society clubs around town - and in some cases, he has some 
businesses on the side, (just as insurance, or to help put the children 
through college.) 


The church appears to be very rich (and in fact in a worldly sense, it is) 
but it is spiritually dying! 


the very sl fe who er hgh sais, or ho oe Yltves of someone 


The church gives a token offering to the poor and a token offering to 
the mission work of the church, but the attitude is one of obligation - not 
because of the genuine love of God. 

e No-one can remember when the pastor last prayed for anyone 
to be healed (and a healing actually occurred). 

e No-one can remember when the last person made a genuine 
commitment to serve the Lord with ALL of his life and his money 
and his talents. 

Even if they could, they would remark that “Johnny” always took his 
religion too seriously anyway. This is a church in definite spiritual 
decline. It is a church that Jesus no longer considers to be CHRISTIAN by 
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name, as it does not glorify Christ in any of its activities. Jesus Christ is 
very harsh in His judgement on this church, but for very good reason. 


Jesus clearly tells John that He will spit this church out of His mouth if 
it remains in its present state, and with its present attitudes. 


But, we know that God is merciful, God is just and God is never 
changing, He is always compassionate in His ways. Jesus Christ gives this 
church the opportunity to repent, to change their ways and once again 
come back to Him, like the prodigal son. 


In Rev. 3:20, we have the famous Scripture, where Jesus says He is 
waiting just outside the door to our hearts, gently knocking and waiting for 
us to open the door, so He can have fresh and continual communion with 
us. This clearly shows the glory of God. 


Despite the fact that Jesus wishes to spit this church out of His mouth, 
He will not do so without giving every individual believer inside the church 
an opportunity to once again be restored to the fellowship of Jesus Christ. 


What a great and mighty God we have HALLELUIAH! 


So, in the church of Laodicea, we have a clear warning to all financially 
secure churches, who consider the appearances of their churches and the 
way they dress up their choir personnel, more important than the basic 
teachings of Acts 1:8, to spread the good news to all nations of the earth. 


Any church which does not have an outreach programme in 
their own city, their own country, and who do not send mission 
funds to assist in the spreading of the gospel, in other countries, 
either by financial support to their own missionaries, or to other 
foreign missionaries, are (in my view) guilty, in God’s eyes, of 
falling into the category of the Laodicean church. 

Any church which allows denominational rulings to take 
precedence over the Word of God (all the Word of God, all of the 
Bible) is also guilty of belonging to this category. 

Let us now try to draw some conclusions: 


We have examined seven churches and we arrived at the startlingly 
score of: 
e 2 churches for God 
e 5 churches for Satan 
This is not what many Christians would have expected when they 
commenced this chapter, but the Word tells the truth of the situation, as 
Jesus, not man, judged those churches at that time. In the seven churches 
we have studied, the message to the angel of each of the seven churches 
always finishes with the words: 
“He who can hear, let him listen to and heed what the Spirit 
(Holy Spirit) says to the assemblies (the churches). 
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This is the New Testament equivalent, to the Old Testament command, 
which was given by God to each of the prophets, when giving them a 
message to deliver to the people of Israel. “Thus saith the Lord God of 
Israel” ...sseeeses 


This message for the seven church types is a direct message to us from 
the Lord and we must obey it, in the same way that we obey Acts 2:38-39, 
when we repent of our sins, are baptized in water and receive the Holy 
Spirit power into our lives. 


For those churches which at present do not believe that the Holy Spirit 
is for this day and age, I feel sorry, because they will therefore not heed the 
warnings of the book of Revelation, and as such, their saints may not fall 
into a category which is recognized (in God’s eyes) as acceptable to Him, in 
the last days. 


The above seven church types were recognized as being in existence at 
the time, some 60 years after the ascension of Jesus Christ into Heaven. 


But this warning is given to us, so that we, as individual churches 
today, would not fall into some of the pitfalls and traps those early churches 
did. 

Therefore we as individual churches, must examine ourselves in the 
light of the points identified for all the previous churches and identify 
(TRUTHFULLY) where we, as individual churches stand. 


The following table is recommended as a checklist, to identify where 
your individual church stands, in relation to the points identified as being, 
for or against, each of the individual seven church types studied. 


If you identify any points which God has previously identified as being 
not acceptable, then the obvious solution is also to identify GOD’S REMEDY 
FOR ITS CORRECTION, so that the church can again be found acceptable in 
God’s sight. 

After completing the checklist table for the church, (collectively) then 
each individual Christian should then examine the SAME LIST FOR HIS OWN 
SPIRITUAL SITUATION and follow THE SAME SET OF CORRECTIVE 
ACTIONS. 


In concluding this study I trust that every person has been challenged 
to have a careful look at their particular church, their teachings and 
organization and in addition reflect on their own personal positions and 
relationships firstly to the Lord and then to other members of the Body of 
Christ. 
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* KX 


SPIRITUAL 
CHECK 
LIST 


for 


INDIVIDUAL CHURCHES 


and 
INDIVIDUAL CHRISTIANS 


* KX 
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YOUR YOU AS A 
CHURCH CHRISTIAN 


[YES/NO] | [YES/NO] 
Is Jesus the centre of all attention in your church? a Se 
Is your church involved with activities which help people 
of different ethnic backgrounds all over the world? 
Does your church patiently endure under unrighteous 
attacks, both from within and/or outside the church 
body? 
Does your church tolerate wicked men inside or outside 
the church body? 


Does your church test the teachings and prophecies, in 
accordance with the Word and expel the false teachers 
and prophets when you find their teaching does not line 
up with the Word of God? 


Does your church proclaim Christ and Christian 
principles in all situations? 


Does your church hate corruption and do they do 
anything about it? 


Has your church left, lost, and abandoned their first 
love, which is Jesus Christ? 


Does your church react correctly when placed under 
physical and/or political pressure from inside or 
outside the church body? 

Is your church prepared to proclaim Jesus Christ in the 

face of imprisonment or even death? 

Does your church have a good record of works, 

produced by and through trials and strife and achieved 

them through the use of faith in Jesus Christ? 

Can you see: Love, faith, service, patient endurance all 

in operation in your church assembly? 

Does the works, through faith, increase day by day, in 

your church body? 

Are false teachers allowed to continue to operate in your 

church, in your presence, without corrective action? 
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Does your church have groups, or an individual who 

likes to gossip about other people? 

Is the Holy Spirit Gift of Discernment operating in your 

church? 

Are all the Holy Spirit gifts as per 1 COR. Chapter 12, 
operating in your church on a regular basis? 
Are the 9 fruit flavours of the gifts of the Holy Spirit, as 
per GAL 5:22 operating in your church regularly? 


Does your church encourage and practise the operation 
of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit in accordance with 1. COR. 
Chapter 14? 


Does you church have elders & deacons appointed as 
per the book of Titus? 

Does the elders control and govern the church, or is it 
controlled by the pastor, as a dictator? 


If your church has "daughter" churches, do they have 
elders and deacons, and are they in complete control of 
their own daughter church, or must they get approval 


from the "mother" church for everything they want to 
do? 


Is there a bottle of oil in your church, so that an elder 
can anoint the sick and pray for their complete healing, 
as per James 5:14? 


Does your church have altar calls for salvation? How 
often? 


When was the last time that someone accepted Jesus 
Christ in your church? 


Does your church call for people to receive the Holy 


Spirit into their lives? 


How often does this happen? 


Does your church encourage the believers to be baptized 
by total immersion in water? How often do these 
baptismal services take place? 


Does you church emphasize that your church should be 
Holy? 


Is your church Holy? 
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Does your church take positive steps to make sure that 
it remains Holy all the time? 

Does your church preach that your fruit must remain, as 
per the words in John 15:16? 

What action does your church take if one believer goes 
out of the church? Do you follow the instructions of 
Jesus, as stated in MATTHEW 18:12-14? 


If the answer to the above is NO! Do you put it down to 
statistics of this day and age - just a sign of the times? 


What percentage of people who accepted salvation in 
your church, during the last 2 year period, are still 
practising Christians today? (Either in your church or 
elsewhere)? 

As an individual church, has there been someone accept 
the salvation of Jesus Christ in your church during the 
last month? 


As a believer, have you ever witnessed or led a person 
to accept the Lord as their personal Saviour? 


Are they (your fruit) still strong practising Christians 
today? 


Is your church | Is your church spiritually alive and awake? alive and awake? 


Does your church continually strengthen and invigorate 
Fes al 
Does your church give balanced lessons and teachings in 
all areas of the Scriptures, or does it concentrate on one 
area only, like evangelism, but not give proper nurture 
food for all new believers, to make them _ into 
DISCIPLES? 

Is your church a growing one, or is it one that just has a 
constant stream of changing faces, but with 
approximately the same number of people in the 
congregation each week? 


Does your church (and church elders) practise what they 
preach? Or are they hearers of the Word only? 


Has your church had a series of studies on the 7 
churches in Revelation, before you read this teaching 
message? 
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Did they change anything in the church? 
How often does this happen? 


Does your church consider the church buildings more 
important than spending money on the mission program 
and spreading of God's Word throughout the earth? 


Does your church, chasten, discipline, or correct its 

members, when they go astray from the Word of God? 

How do they do this? As per what series of Scriptures? a 
Does your church allow a marriage between a believer & 

a non-believer to take place on its premises? 

Does your church allow a “marriage” between “same sex 

couples”? 


who are in distress, or in need in your congregation? 
Do you place more emphasis on the person's length of 


service, or educational skill and qualifications, or on the 
"fruit" of his/her ministry? 


Does your church participate with other churches in your 
town/city/region, to lift up the name of Jesus Christ 
higher than any other name, or do you think they are in 
competition with you and that they may steal your 
sheep? Don't all the sheep belong to Jesus Christ, not 
the individual churches? 


As you are by now aware, it is only two of the churches which are acceptable "in 
God's eyes", to be able to enter the Kingdom of Heaven, in their present states. 

In undertaking the Spiritual Checklist shown above, you can do it as carefully 
(or as carelessly) as you choose. 

The point you must realize is that you do not have to convince me how good 
your individual church is, you have to convince yourself. 

Finally, God Almighty already knows the score, for both your church, and for 
you, as an individual Christian, so don't try to fool Him, it won't work! 

If you find that you did not get a perfect score, then you need to do something 
about it, as only those with "perfect scores" in God's eyes will be able to enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 
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